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CLICKTRANCE
Ulya Soley

Saat 04:07, havanin karanlik olmasindan artik sikildigin ve aydinlansin istedigin o saatlerdesin.
Reddit’'in derinliklerinde 3. saatin, ¢oktligu icin yeniden baslattigin Chrome’unda 48 sekme acik.
Gozlerinden uyku akarken beynin de kulaklarindan akarak buharlasacak gibi hissediyorsun.
Ekrandan ayiramadigin gozlerin artik okuduklarini anlamlandirmakta zorlaniyor. Yeni bir sekme acip
iki giindir omzunda devam eden agrinin sebebini google’liyorsun. Karsina cikan ilk gavenilir link’e
tikliyor ve yazilan maddeleri okumaya basliyorsun. Pek cok sebebi olabilecek bu agrinin siddetli
olmasi durumunda doktora gitmen oneriliyor. Bir hastanenin sayfasina gecip ertesi glin programina
uyabilecek randevu saatlerine goz atiyorsun. Cok gecmeden dikkatin dagdiliyor ve kendini okumayi
yarim biraktigin subreddit’in basina dénmis buluyorsun. Amazon’dan siparis etmeyi planladigin
kahve 6guticusinin fiyat performansi kimine gore iyiyken, kimi kullanicilar haznesinin darligindan
sikayet etmis. Karar vermeye cok yakinken okudugun bu yorumlardan bunalip YouTube linklerine
geri déniiyorsun. iste diger 6giticiiniin kutu acma videosu yeniden éniinde. Peki égutilmis
kahveyi koymak icin nasil bir sey siparis etmelisin? Omzun agriyor, yarin doktora gitmek icin vaktin
olmayacak. Sabah ise gittiginde o koti kahveye tahamml edecek halinin kalmadigini distniyorsun.
Acaba prime ile siparis etsen birkac saat icinde kargoya verilip mesai basladiginda ofisinde olur mu?
Telefonuna bir bildiri geliyor. Bir siiredir feeld’dan konustugun ve hafta sonu bulusmayi planladigin
kisiden hala cevap yok. Instagram feed’inde film festivalinin acilis partisinden birka¢ fotograf gorip
bunaliyorsun. Bakislarin yeniden telefon ekranindan bilgisayar ekranina yoneliyor. Saat 04:57, biraz
daha uyumazsan asla uyanamayacaksin. Gozlerin acik ama sen kapaliymis gibi hissediyorsun: iste
CLICKTRANCE.

Berkay Tuncay, internetin derinliklerinde bir kaybolma hikayesi kurguluyor. Tiklamak [click]
ve transa gecmek [trance] kelimelerini bir araya getirerek, dijital kilttrin kullanicilari strikledigi bir
cesit hipnoz haline isaret eden CLICKTRANCE, sanatcinin son dénem Uretimlerini veya baska bir
deyisle siirsel deneylerini sunuyor.

Serginin merkezinde Yazinin Oykiisii ASMR [The Story of Writing ASMR] baslikli 5 kanalli
video yer aliyor. Tuncay’in Instagram ve YouTube'da ASMR [1] videolari yayinlayan THOCCnology ile
is birligi yaparak urettigi 5 video, ellerin klavyedeki strekli hareketine odaklanarak izleyeni bir hipnoz
deneyimiyle tanistiriyor. Video yerlestirme ile ayni ismi tasiyan kitabi [2] yeniden diizenledikten sonra
Tuncay'in kitabi bolimlere ayirarak olusturdugu metinlerin, klavye ile yazilmasina tanik oluyoruz.
Her boltm ilgili videonun atmosferini belirleyen ‘clean girl’ renk paleti ve objelerle yazinin hikayesini
tamamliyor: Beginning of Writing [Yazinin Baslangici], Pictographic Writing [Piktografik Yazi] ve
Alphabetic Writing [Alfabetik Yazi] basliklariyla bolimler yazinin tarihiyle paralel bir kurguyu takip
ediyor. Videolarda klavye seslerini duyuyoruz; ancak kitaba dair herhangi bir metin gérmiyoruz.
Tuncay'in sergi boyunca farkl bicimlerde sunacagi metin soyutlamalari, aslinda serginin merkezinde
yer alan bu video yerlestirmede kendini gdstermeye basliyor. Yazinin Oykiisti ASMR'In sesi, sergide
yer alan diger islerin arka planinda da stirekli kendini hatirlatiyor. islerin bu sekilde ic ice gecmesi
internet deneyimine benzer bir cok seslilige de isaret ediyor.
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Galerinin vitrininde ise Tuncay’in dilin kelime, harf gibi unsurlarini soyutlastirarak olusturdugu
yerlestirme Inbox yer aliyor. Metnin 6gelerini birer leke gibi kullanan bu yerlestirme, vitrini fiziksel bir
e-posta kutusuna donustiriyor. Kelimelerin folyolara déniistigl Inbox'ta metin hem soyutlanirken
hem de maddelesiyor. Benzer bir ikilemden yola cikan bir diger is ise, sanatcinin Pasif Agresif Siirler
serisinin devami niteliginde. Vitrinin arkasindaki duvara yerlestirilen ve el yapimi kagitlara karisan bu
siirler, kelimeleri/sembolleri cogu zaman okunaksiz kilarak onlarin fizikselligini gliclendiriyor. Suyun
altinda kalmis gibi gértinen harfler yer yer ylizeye cikarak belirginlesiyor, yer yer kadgidin kendisine
karisarak goériinmezlesiyor. Belirli bir anlam ifade etmeyen, acik anlamli bir yazi bicimi olan asemik
yazidan ilham alan sanatgl, bu sekilde anlam olasiliklarini da genisletiyor. Yazi yazmanin anlam ifade
eden bir metin olmasindan 6te gorsel deneyimlere doniisebilmesinin sinirlarini arastiriyor.

Hemen yaninda sergilenen Tanimlayici Seslerden Siirler [Poems from Descriptive Noise]
ise sanatcinin Mr. Robot dizisindeki ses ve glrultileri tanimlayan altyazilari bir araya getirerek
olusturdugu bir yayin. Senaryodaki tiim diyaloglar silindiginde yalnizca tanimlayici seslerle nasil bir
metin elde edilebilir sorusundan yola cikan bu yayinda cevresel sesleri tanimlayan bir dizi kelime alt
alta gelerek yeni anlamlar Uretiyor ve deneysel siirlere donlstyor. Bu yayin, Tuncay’in yazi yazma,
metinleri bir araya getirme, diizenleme ve tekrar diizenleme sirecleriyle sekillenen pratigini yakindan
go6zlemlememize de olanak taniyor.

Diijtal kaltirtn tesvik ettigi tekrara dayall, donglsel ve bunaltici ruh haline isaret eden
internet jargonundan kavramlar, black metal gruplarinin logolarina benzer sekilde metal objelere
donuserek yine soyut ama maddelesmis kelime 6bekleri halinde sergide kendine yer buluyor. Metal
gruplarinin isimlerini hatirlatan bu kavramlar, internet kullanicilarinin ekran éniinde cok zaman
gecirdikge hissettigi bazi durumlari tanimlayan ikilemelerden olusuyor: Virtual fogginess, feed
hypnosis, content overdose, screen burn, information frenzy, doom scrolling, data glut, scroll fatigue,
click trance, techno sloth ve browser coma. Tuncay, web sayfalari ve platformlar arasinda gezinirken
etkilesimden yorgun dusen kullanicilar ile kendi sanatsal pratigi arasinda paralellikler kuruyor.

iletisim araclarinin gelisimi ve el yazisindan klavyeye gecis, yazi yazmanin hizlanmasinin ve
boylelikle daha farkli ifade bicimlerinin 6niint acmis ve Uretim cesitliligini arttirmisti. Berkay Tuncay
da tam olarak bu degisimin yansimalarini arastiriyor, degisen metinlerin ve gorsel kodlarin farkli
kullanim alanlarina bakiyor. Sanatcinin son dénemdeki Gretimlerini bir araya getiren CLICKTRANCE,
onun yaziyla ve metinle kurdugu yakin iliskiyi merkeze aliyor; bir yandan metni bir yandan da cevrimici
dinyanin birtakim 6gelerini maddelestirerek cok katmanli bir anlam diinyasi kurguluyor.

1 ASMR (Autonomous Sensory Meridian Response) sakinlestirici ve rahatlatici etkiler yaratan, belirli sesler veya gorsel
uyaranlarla tetiklenen bir deneyim.
2 THE STORY OF WRITING, Parker, Bertha M., Washington: American Council on Education, (1932). Kitap kamu mali

durumundadir.



CLICKTRANCE
Ulya Soley
Translated by Efe Erdal

It's 4.07 am. You're threading through the hours of tiresome darkness, wishing the sky would
brighten up. It's your third hour in the depths of Reddit, with 48 tabs open in Chrome that you had to
restart because it had crashed earlier. It feels like your brain will evaporate from your ears as sleep leaks
from your eyes. You can’t look away from the screen, and your eyes have a hard time grasping what you
read. You open a new tab to google the possible causes of the pain you've had in your shoulder for the last
two days. You click on the first reliable link you come across and start reading through the items of the
article. It is recommended to see a doctor if the pain gets worse; turns out it could have several causes.
You visit the website of a hospital and check for appointment times that might fit into your schedule for
the next day. Soon you get distracted and find yourself back at the top of the subreddit you left unread.
According to some users, the price-performance of the coffee grinder you plan to order from Amazon is
fine, while others have complained about its chamber being too narrow. Just when you're on the brink
of placing the order, you become weary of the comments and go back to the YouTube links. Here is the
unboxing video of the other grinder playing again. You should probably order one more item to store the
ground coffee. Your shoulder hurts but you won’t have time to go see a doctor tomorrow. You don’t think
you will be able to tolerate the bad coffee at work in the morning. If you order it now on Prime, maybe it can
be shipped within a few hours and arrive at the office by the time your shift starts. A notification pops up
on your phone. Still no word from that person you've been chatting on Feeld and planning to meet on the
weekend. Browsing through your Instagram feed, you see some photos from the opening party of the film
festival, which makes you feel overwhelmed. Your gaze shifts from your phone to your computer screen
again. It's 4.57 am. If you don’t go to sleep now, you'll never be able to get up. Your eyes are open, but it
feels like they are closed: Here is CLICKTRANCE.

Berkay Tuncay constructs a narrative of getting lost in the depths of the internet. Combining the
words ‘click’ and ‘trance’, CLICKTRANCE, which points to a kind of hypnotic state that digital culture drags
users into, presents the artist's recent works, or in other words, his poetic experiments.

At the center of the exhibition is a 5-channel video titled The Story of Writing ASMR. Produced
by Tuncay in collaboration with THOCCnology, who posts ASMR1 videos on Instagram and YouTube,
these 5 videos focus on the continuous movement of hands on the keyboard, introducing the viewers to
a hypnotic experience. The texts being typed on the keyboard are from the book2 of the same title as the
video installation, rearranged and divided into sections by the artist. Each section completes the story of
the text with a 'clean girl' aesthetic and objects that set the mood of the related video: Titled Beginning of
Writing, Pictographic Writing and Alphabetic Writing, the sections follow a narrative that is in parallel with
the history of writing. The clicking sounds of the keyboard in the videos, but we don’t see actual excerpts
from the book. In fact, Tuncay's textual abstractions, which will be presented in different forms in the rest
of the exhibition, begin to manifest themselves in this video installation. The sound of The Story of Writing
ASMR echoes in the background of the other exhibited works. Such intertwining of the works points to a
polyphony that is similar to the common experience on the internet.

SANATORIUM

In the display window of the gallery, Tuncay's installation Inbox is on view, created by abstracting
the elements of language such as words and letters. Using elements of the text as stains, this installation
transforms the showcase into a physical e-mail box. In Inbox, where words turn into foils, text is both
abstracted and materialized. Another work based on a similar dichotomy serves as the continuation of the
artist's Passive Aggressive Poems series. Placed on the wall behind the window, these poems reinforce
the physicality of the words/symbols by making them mostly illegible. The letters, which appear to be
submerged under water, occasionally become visible when they surface and then blend into the paper
itself and seem obscure. Inspired by asemic writing, which is a form of writing that does not force a
specific meaning but an open one, the artist is able to expand the possibilities of meaning. He explores the
boundaries of how writing can be transformed into a visual experience beyond being a text that expresses
meaning.

Exhibited right next to the series is Poems from Descriptive Noise, a publication that brings
together the subtitles describing the sounds and noises featured in the television series Mr. Robot. In
this publication, inspired by the question “What kind of text can be created with only descriptive sounds
when all the dialogues in the script are removed?” a series of words describing environmental sounds are
juxtaposed, producing new meanings and turning into experimental poems. This publication also gives
us the opportunity to closely observe Tuncay's practice, which is shaped by the processes of writing,
gathering, editing and re-organizing texts.

The internet slang, which points to a repetitional, cyclical and depressing state of mind, is
transformed into metal objects as still abstract but materialized phrases. Reminiscent of the names of
metal bands, these terms consist of reduplicates that convey the feelings of internet users when they
spend too much time in front of the screen: Virtual fogginess, feed hypnosis, content overdose, screen
burn, information frenzy, doom scrolling, data glut, scroll fatigue, click trance, techno sloth and browser
coma. Tuncay draws parallels between his own artistic practice and users who get exhausted from moving
between web pages and platforms.

The improved ways of communication and the transition from handwriting to typing accelerated
the speed of writing, which consequently paved the way for different forms of expression and increased
the diversity of production. Berkay Tuncay explores the reflections of this very change and concentrates
on how technological developments have been shaping the visual language as well as writing. Bringing
together the artist's recent works, CLICKTRANCE centers on Tuncay’s close relationship with text and
constructs a multilayered world of meaning by materializing not only the text but also certain elements of
the online realm.

1 ASMR (Autonomous Sensory Meridian Response) is an experience triggered by certain sounds or visual stimuli that
have relaxing and calming effects.
2 THE STORY OF WRITING, Parker, Bertha M., Washington: American Council on Education, (1932). The book is in the

public domain.






The Story of Writing ASMR | Yazinin Oykdsii
ASMR

2024

5 kanalli video, ses, 55' 19"

5 channel video, sound, 55' 19"

5+2AP

degisken boyutlarda | dimensions variable

ed. 3/5
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VIRTUALFOGGINESSFEEDHYPNOSISCONTENT-
OVERDOSESCREENBURNINFORMATIONFRENZY
2024

CNC Kesim Aliiminyum | CNC Cut Aluminium
5+2AP

85 x 64 cm

ed.1/5
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DOOMSCROLLINGDATAGLUTSCROLLFATIGUE-
CLICKTRANCETECHNOSLOTHBROWSERCOMA
2024

CNC Kesim Aliiminyum | CNC Cut Aluminium
5+2AP

85 x 64 cm

ed.1/5
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Passive Aggressive Poems (Torn) | Pasif Agresif
24 parca | 24 pieces; 48 x 35,5 cm (her biri | each)
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Passive Aggressive Poems (Torn) | Pasif Agresif

Siirler (Yirtilmig)

2024

Serigrafi, el yapimi kagit

Screenprint, handmade paper

24 parca | 24 pieces; 48 x 35,5 cm (her biri | each)
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Passive Aggressive Poems (Torn) | Pasif Agresif
Siirler (Yirtilmig)

2024

Serigrafi, el yapimi kagit
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Passive Aggressive Poems (Torn) | Pasif Agresif
Siirler (Yirtilmig)

2024

Serigrafi, el yapimi kagit

Screenprint, handmade paper

24 parca | 24 pieces; 48 x 35,5 cm (her biri | each)
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Poems From Descriptive Noise | Tanimlayici
Seslerden Siirler

2024

Yayin | Publication

ik baski, 500 kopya | First printing, 500 copies
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[WHIRRING]

[CLOCK TICKING]
[CLOCK TICKING] [AMBIENT MUSIC]
! [METAL CLACKING]
[TRAFFIC WHOOSHES] [BONE SQUELCHING)
[CELL PHONE BuZzzEs)

[OMINOUS MUSIC]
[CAMERA SHUTTER SNARPING)

[DISTORTED]
[EXPLOSION] [CAMERA SHUTTER sy
ESIL.'(?:?(I; gggncl ' (WAVES LAPRING] TING]
[SOFT DRAMATIC MUSIC] | [DISTANT CHATTER, MUsIc]
e ek
ING]
[KEYBOARD GLICKS] [MUSIC STOPS] L
[DISTORTED LINE TRILLING] !
[PHONE LINE CRACKLING] [TENSE MUSIC]
[LINE CRACKLING] g [CROWD MURMURS)
[SOFT LAUGHI] [CROWD MURMURING]
[DOOR CLOSES]

[TRAFFIC WHOOSHES]
1 [DOOR CLOSES)

[BABY COOING SOFTLY] [AMBIENT MUSIC]

[BLINKER CLICKING]

[TENSE MUSIC] { [MUSIC BROODS]
[ENGINE CUTS OUT]

[GRUNTS] [SHOUTING]

[CAR DOOR CLOSES] ! [SIGHS]

[(g{l_;fjvg |_r|_;]NDS] [DRAMATIC MUSIC)

]

[BREATHING WEAKLY] [TRAIN SCREECHES]
[[g:gggef [BEEPS]

[CLOCK TICKING]

[cOUGHS]
[GASPING WEAKLY] [INHALES]
3 [COUGHING] ! [SOFT AMBIENT MU
. SIC)
] [ROCK MUSIC PLAYING ON RADIO] [ECHOING SOFTLY]
| [GUNSHOTI ! [AMBIENT WHOOSH]
[GRUNTS] [SOLEMN PIANO MUSIC)
SOFT SCOFF
[BABY WAILING] {soFT LAUGHll
[BREATHING HEAVILY] f
{[gig '::::.;TM SOUNDING] [BOOK CLOSES SHUT]
! [SIGHS]
FT GRUN
[[ggNs 5.0 Tu] Tl [SUSPENSEFUL MUsIC]
[GUNSHOT] b
¢
| [BABY CRYING]
9 [AMBIENT TONE] Ligeditsmantii sal sl (o]
[TRAIN WHOOSHES]

‘.’ [BABY CONTINUES CRYING]
I —







Inbox | Gelen Kutusu

2024

Duvar tizerine folyo kesim uygulama

Vinyl lettering on wall

3+2AP

degisken boyutlarda | dimensions variable

ed.1/3
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Berkay Tuncay
1983, born in Istanbul. Lives and works in Amsterdam.
http:/www.berkaytuncay.net/
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