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SANATORIUM presents Berkay Tuncay’s five-channel video 
installation, The Story of Writing ASMR, for Art Rotterdam 2025. The 
installation focuses on the continuous movement of hands on the 
keyboard, introducing viewers to a hypnotic experience. The texts 
being typed are taken from The Story of Writing (1932), written by 
Bertha Parker, the book that inspired the title of the video installation. 
Tuncay has rearranged and divided these texts into sections. The 
videos, titled Beginning of Writing, Pictographic Writing, Syllabic 
Writing, Alphabetic Writing Part 1, and Alphabetic Writing Part 2, 
follow a storyline and order that parallels the referenced book. Each 
section completes the narrative of the text with contemporary ASMR 
video aesthetics from YouTube and objects that set the mood of the 
related video. While the clicking sounds of the keyboard are present, no 
actual excerpts from the book are shown. This installation showcases 
Tuncay’s long-term research on internet culture, following his current 
focus on experimental poetry, sound, and particularly ASMR.*

*ASMR (Autonomous Sensory Meridian Response) refers to a tingling sensation 
triggered by specific auditory and visual stimuli, often cultivated in online communities 
through whispered speech, tapping sounds, and other soothing audiovisual content. 
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5 channel video, sound, 55' 19''

5 + 2 AP

dimensions variable
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CNC Kesim Alüminyum | CNC Cut Aluminium

5 + 2 AP

85 x 64 cm 
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CNC Cut Aluminium
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Screenprint, handmade paper 

48 x 35,5 cm (each)
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2012 In the Irregular Topography of the Mind, Rumeli Han, Istanbul

 



BE
R

K
A

Y 
T

U
N

C
A

Y
20

25Berkay Tuncay’s practice is based on investigating the effects of the internet 
on society and the human psyche. He examines the intersection points 
of internet culture, archaeology, psychology, and language. He transforms 
images, texts, and memes that are circulating online into prints, videos, poetry 
books, and installations. His selected solo exhibitions include: CLICKTRANCE, 
SANATORIUM, İstanbul (2024); Just for the hell of it, DIANA Gallery, New York 
(2024); ˋ°•*⁀➷ [Fancy Text], KUUB.Space, Utrecht (2024); Human, how 
strange, so vulgar, such a masterpiece and yet so primitive, SANATORIUM, 
Istanbul (2020); Getting Away With It All Messed Up, Display, Berlin (2018); 
Life Is What Happens To You While You Are Busy Watching Cute Cat Videos, 
Gaia Gallery, Istanbul (2016); and I’M SORRY, BECAUSE I DANCE, De Kijkdoos, 
Amsterdam (2011). He has participated in several artist residency programs, 
including Jan van Eyck Academie, Delfina Foundation, Cité Internationale des 
Arts, and ArtCenterIstanbul.
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